
PHIL 130: Philosophy and Popular Culture 

University of Oregon - Summer 2017 
MTWRF 12:00pm–1:50pm, 107 Esslinger Hall 

Instructor: Tim Christion Myers 
Email: tcc@uoregon.edu 

Office Hours: Thurs. & Fri. 11:00am–11:50am, COL 47A 
 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
Philosophy is often seen as a “high culture” enterprise, perched above the minutia of everyday 
life and of the popular currents of society. This course is intended to disrupts this perception by 
confronting popular culture with philosophical reflection and critique. The course is divided into 
four weeklong units. Units one and two survey and philosophically examine a range of popular 
culture activities from modern Western history and the present day, including music, television, 
food, Disney films, sports, sexual violence, and internet surveillance. Units three and four take 
up recent critical conversations related to consumerism, the market economy, and civic 
engagement. While units one and two provide resources for thinking what popular culture is and 
how it structures contemporary society, units three and four provide resources for thinking 
critically about the systemic processes that underlie popular culture in its many forms, as well as 
for reclaiming culture in novel ways. Throughout the term, students are urged to reflect upon 
their own enmeshment within popular culture, and to question the role of popular culture in the 
world around them. 
 
 
Evaluation: 
 
•Attendance/Participation/Quizzes: 20% 
•Unit One Exam: 20% 
•Unit Two Exam: 20% 
•Unit Three Exam: 20% 
•Final Paper on Reclaiming Culture: 20% 
 
 
Attendance will be taken each day. Each day’s attendance, coupled with active participation, 
will count toward 1% of your total course grade. Sometimes, quizzes pertaining to the reading 
assigned for the day in question will be administered. These will be graded pass/no pass, and 
failure to pass a quiz will result in a loss of attendance points for the day in question. Please 
come prepared to class each day having completed the entirety of that day’s assigned 
reading. In order to be counted in attendance for any given day, you must also bring that day’s 
assigned reading with you to class. Additionally, if we notice that you are distracting yourself or 
others during a course session (with your cell phone, etc.), we may mark you absent for that day. 
Active participation will be measured through your contributing to discussion and in-class 
activities, visiting office hours, and/or communicating with us independently via email. Many of 
the texts and ideas we will discuss can be highly challenging, especially if encountered for the 
first time. Your participation will help us adjust the difficulty and approach of the course as we 



go. Please also let us know—preferably during office hours or via email—about any specific 
difficulties you may be having, or if there are topics you would like to discuss more extensively. 
Three unit exams will be given at the conclusion of each of the first three weeklong units of the 
course. These will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and short essay questions relating to 
the readings and ideas covered in the previous unit. Exams will be “open-note” and “open-book.” 
The final paper on reclaiming culture will be due during the finals week portion of the term. 
This will ask you to critically reflect on the place of popular culture in your life in light of the 
materials presented and discussed during week four. Detailed instructions will be distributed at 
the beginning of week four. Target lengths will be 4–6 pages. 
 
The following rubric reflects the standards of the philosophy department at the University of 
Oregon, which we will adhere to in our evaluation of exams and essays in this course: 
 
A = excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some way or other. 
B = good. No significant mistakes, well-written, but not distinctive in any way. 
C = OK. Some errors, but a basic grasp of the material. 
D = poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material. 
F = failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material or serious 
lack of effort. 
 
 
Required Texts: 
 
A course reader, ordered sequentially and containing all assigned readings for the course, is 
available to be copied and bound for approximately $15 at the “Copy Shop” (529 E. 13th Ave., 
open 9am–5pm, M–F). For the sake of consistency in the classroom, we ask that you print out 
the entire reader and bring it with you each day—either in total or by individual week/reading. 
Initial readings for unit one will also be distributed electronically or in hard copy. Please contact 
us during the first week of class if you have special reasons for wishing to access the readings 
electronically throughout the term on your laptop, tablet, etc. Our granting permission to access 
the readings electronically will be contingent upon your ability to remain focused in class, not 
distract your fellow students, and complete all readings in advance of the day they are assigned. 
 
 
Course Schedule: 
 
Unit One: Introducing the Philosophy of Popular Culture 
 
M. July 24  – Course Introduction: What is philosophy? What is popular culture? 
T. July 25  – Peter Burke, from Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe 
W. July 26  – Raymond F. Betts, “Picture This: A New World of Images” 
R. July 27  – Jack Goody, “Industrial Food: Toward the Development of a World 

Cuisine” 
F. July 28  – David Byrne, from How Music Works & 

Film & Discussion: Howard Goodall’s Story of Music – The Popular Age 
 
Unit Two: Contemporary Popular Culture in Focus 
 



M. July 31  – Unit One Exam 
T. Aug. 1  – D. Lunt & M. Dyerson, “A History of Philosophic Ideas about Sport” 
W. Aug. 2  – Henry A. Giroux, “Disney’s Troubled Utopia” 
R. Aug. 3  – Kelly Oliver, from Hunting Girls: Sexual Violence from the Hunger 

Games to Campus Rape 
F. Aug. 4  – Film & Discussion: Inside the Dark Web 
 
Unit Three: Pop Culture as Consumerism 
 
M. Aug. 7  – Unit Two Exam 
T. Aug. 8  – Naomi Klein, “Alt. Everything: The Youth Market and the Marketing of 

Cool” & Short film: The Merchants of Cool 
W. Aug. 9  – Anup Shah, “Creating the Consumer” & Christopher Lasch, “The Culture 

of Consumerism” 
R. Aug. 10 – Herbert Marcuse, “The New Forms of Control” 
F. Aug. 11  – Film & Discussion: The Century of the Self 
 
Unit Four: Reclaiming Culture 
 
M. Aug. 14  – Unit Three Exam 
T. Aug. 15  – Naomi Klein, “New Branded World” & T. Frank, “The New Gilded Age” 
W. Aug. 16  – Naomi Klein, “Culture Jamming: Ads Under Attack” 
R. Aug. 17 – Naomi Klein, “Consumerism vs. Citizenship: The Fight for the Global 

Commons” & Helena Norberg-Hodge, “The Economics of Happiness” 
F. Aug. 18  – Film & Discussion: Affluenza 
 
Final Paper Due: Wednesday August 23 


